[Changes in the temporomandibular joint under the action on the mandible of distally directed extraoral traction].
Micro- and macroscopic changes in the tissues of the articular fossa vault and the intraarticular disk were examined in puppy experiments. The most marked of these changes were thinning of the compact plate adjacent to the articular surface, active osteoclastic resorption of the bone tissue and marked vascular reaction in the depth of the temporal bone, deformation on the posterior clivus of the articular fossa, destruction of the retroarticular process. Changes in the compact plate facing the brain cavity are negligible and are detectable only by microscopy. The studies have revealed thinning of the intraarticular disk in its middle section. An increased count of dilated vessels, foci of lymphocytic infiltration, and impaired orientation of the bundles of connective tissue fibers were detected in the thickness of the disk.